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this Man was taken into the King's Business; and had
the Part of drawing, and Perusal of almost all Indictments
and Informations that were then to be prosecuted, with
the Pleadings thereon if any were special; and he had the
settling of the large Pleadings in the Quo Warranto against
London. His Lordship had no sort of Conversation with
him, but in the Way of Business, and at the Bar ; but
once, after he was in the King's Business, he dined with
his Lordship, and no more. And then he shewed another

10 Qualification he had acquired, and that was to play Jigs
upon an Harpsichord ; having taught himself with the
Opportunity of an old Virginal of his Landlady's ; but
in such a Manner, not for Defect but Figure, as to see him
were a Jest. The King, observing him to be of a free
Disposition, Loyal, Friendly, and without Greediness or
Guile, thought of him to be the Chief Justice of the
Kings Bench at that nice Time. And the Ministry could
not but approve of it. So great a Weight was then at
stake, as could not be trusted to Men of doubtful Prin-

20 ciples, or such as any Thing might tempt to desert them.
While he sat in the Court of King's Bench, he gave the
Rule to the general Satisfaction of the Lawyers. But his
Course of Life was so different from what it had been,
his Business incessant, and, withal, crabbed ; and his
Diet and Exercise changed, that the Constitution of his
Body, or Head rather, could not sustain it, and he fell into
an Apoplexy and Palsy, which numbed his Parts ; and
he never recovered the Strength of them. He out-lived
the Judgment on the Quo Warranto ; but was not present

30 otherwise than by sending his Opinion, by one of the
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